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2016 was a great year for the MRBA: we celebrated 20 years of working to 

protect the watershed; our volunteers collected water samples at more 

locations throughout the watershed than ever before; we worked with schools, 

State and Federal organizations, and community members to plant over 1200 

trees and shrubs in 3 towns; our Bugworks program was presented 24 times, 

reaching over 500 watershed residents with important information about our 

aquatic ecosystems. We also hosted our annual River Clean-Up, providing 

community members a fun way to take help take care of the river, and we held 

our first Missisquoi River Homemade Raft Race – a day of celebrating rivers and 

the recreational resources they provide us.  

I’m so pleased by the work that we’ve done in 2016 and look forward to all that 

we can achieve in 2017. - Lindsey Wight, MRBA coordinator 

WATERSHED UPDATE 

A Year in Review 

Lucy Jerose at the MRBA’s 
Missisquoi River Raft Race! 

 Public Forum and 2016 Water Quality Monitoring Results 

- Sunday March 19, 2-4 p.m. 

 Annual River Clean-up - Saturday, June 10 

Visit www.mrbavt.com for more info! 

Upcoming Events! – Mark your calendars 
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Above: Phosphorus sample bottle. 

Below: Volunteer water sampler wading into the Missisquoi River in 

Swanton. 

  

Did you know the Missisquoi Bay contributes over 200 metric tons of non-

point phosphorus into Lake Champlain every year? That’s roughly one 

fourth of all the phosphorus that will enter the lake in a given year! 

Keeping track of our impact on the Missisquoi River and Lake Champlain is 

one of the MRBA’s most important responsibilities; which is why we have 

continued to expand our Water Quality Monitoring program within the 

Missisquoi River basin over the past 12 years. Community volunteers make 

our sampling program possible by getting out in the field once every two 

weeks between May and October to collect samples while enjoying the 

beautiful scenery around the Missisquoi River. The detailed analysis of our 

water samples is provided through a partnership with the Vermont 

Department of Environmental Conservation’s LaRosa Analytical Services 

Partnership Program. Once we receive the results of our water sampling 

we present our findings to the community at the MRBA Public Forum held 

in March. 

In 2016, the MRBA led its most comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring 

program ever - with 22 volunteers collecting over 1,000 water samples at 

28 different sites along the Missisquoi River and its major tributaries. This 

data is crucial for understanding our progress toward improving water 

quality as we implement changes across our landscape that are aimed at 

curbing non-point source pollution. Data from our sampling program also 

allows us to target specific areas within our watershed that require 

restoration efforts as we plan for the future.  

Interested in volunteering to water sample 

with the MRBA during our 2017 season? 

Contact Lindsey Wight at mrba@pshift.com. 

 

2016 Water Quality Monitoring 

Right: A water sample bottle for phosphorus. 

Below: A volunteer water sampler wading in the 
Missisquoi River. 
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We had an amazing planting season this year: planting in both in the spring and the fall, and breaking our record for the latest 

planting day of the season. This year we held our last planting day on November 15 – and the weather was some of the finest we 

have ever had! The first planting of 2016 was on April 23 along the Missisquoi River at Ben and Amanda Moulton’s property in 

Troy. We had a great group of community volunteers help plant at this extensive site – which was part of the state CREP 

(Conservation Reserve Enhancement Planting) program.  

We revisited this huge site (over 2,000 trees were planted at this site this spring!) on April 28, with a group of students who were 

visiting from the Bronx. Cat Rock is a youth leadership program that has a long-standing relationship with Jay Peak, where their 

members come up in the spring to learn about our landscape and enjoy the amenities at Jay. We were pleased to partner with 

them this year on a planting project – educating these city-dwellers about the importance of protecting our watershed. This 

group was large, so we sent the other half to Lowell to plant along the East Branch of the Missisquoi, on Ted Fleischer’s property.  

Our biggest planting this fall was again at the Moulton CREP site. Due to the 

very dry summer and sandy soils of the site, mortality rates for some of the 

species warranted a supplemental planting to achieve a success forested buffer 

at this site.  We added an additional 900 stems to the original planting with the 

help of the Troy 6th, 7th and 8th grades, as well as community and partner 

volunteers. Our immense thanks to these great volunteers – we had a small 

planting window, and managed to get all 900 stems in the ground in just 4 

days! This was our first opportunity to work with Troy school and they were up 

to the challenge.  They planted a total of approximately 364 trees and shrubs!! 

With this great start, we held two other successful planting days with 

volunteers from both State and Federal organizations, and we finished up the 

site with a hardy group of community volunteers and AmeriCorps members 

planting the remaining trees and shrubs on a cold and rainy Saturday. 

Our final planting of the 2016 season was in Fairfield at Jon and Candi Branon’s. 

The Fairfield Center School 7th and 8th grade students planted over 150 stems 

along the Black Creek. On November 15, this was our latest ever planting day, 

but it was a great one – with temperatures in the 60’s! I want to say a sincere 

thanks to all the landowners who have hosted us and to all of the student and 

community volunteers who have faced weather, both good and bad, to make 

these plantings possible. 

 -Jaime Tibbits, MRBA Technical Advisor                 

Work throughout  
the watershed 

2016 Riparian Buffer Planting 

Students learn how to plant trees 

behind their school in Troy. 
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Bugworks 2016 

Missisquoi River Clean-up 

On July 16th, ten community volunteers paddled a section of the Missisquoi 

from Enosburg Falls to Sheldon and cleared it of trash and debris. We pulled 54 

tires (!) as well as some large chunks of metal and several bags of smaller trash 

from this 5-mile stretch of the river. Though the day started out overcast, we 

ended with sunshine – luckily, since our MRBA coordinator managed to flip her 

tire-laden canoe at the take out! (We didn’t let her double-count those thirteen 

tires, even though she DID have to pull them out of the river twice!) 

Our thanks to the Vermont Community Foundation for the “Small and 

Inspiring” grant that made this event possible, to Montgomery Adventures for 

the canoes, and to our fantastic volunteers! All around, we had a great time 

playing and working on the river, and are so proud of this group of volunteers 

for the helping to keep our river healthy and clean. 

 

We’re happy to report that Bugworks 2016 was the most successful year 

of the program since its inception in 2008 with over 500 students 

participating in twenty-four sessions in thirteen individual schools, camps, 

and festivals. Bugworks is a hands-on program for students to explore the 

aquatic ecosystems of the streams, rivers and ponds within their 

community.  Topics covered include the definition of a watershed, aquatic 

food chains, ecosystem health, and introduces the idea of stewardship. 

The program is tailored to the time and needs of participating teachers 

and typically involves both indoor and outdoor activities. 

Thanks to the Lake Champlain Basin Program, we are again able to offer 

two Bugworks sessions free of charge to Missisquoi watershed schools. 

We will continue to offer the Bugworks program throughout the 

watershed, to engage and educate responsible watershed stewards from 

an early age. If you are interested in learning more about our Bugworks 

program, contact Lindsey Wight at mrba@pshift.com. 

 

Thanks to our clean-up volunteers! 

Jim and Barb Wakefield, Paul Stanley, Craig 

Cimmons, Jordan Antonucci, Momoko 

Munenaka, and John Little, Kerrianne 

Little, and Thomas Durivage (not pictured). 

 

 



5 | P a g e                       M R B A - W A T E R S H E D  U P D A T E  

 
 

 

My name is Brodie Haenke and I began serving as a Watershed 
Technician with the Missisquoi River Basin Association early this 
September. I’m originally from Minneapolis, MN and recently graduated 
with a degree in Geology from the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire. 
In late August I packed up all my belongings and drove over 1,200 miles 
from Minnesota to Burlington, VT after being accepted by ECO 
AmeriCorps to serve in the beautiful state of Vermont. The ECO 
AmeriCorps program was created by the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation to place members at service sites dedicated 
to improving and maintaining water quality in Vermont. I’m incredibly 
excited serve with the MRBA throughout the next year and look forward 
to the many opportunities I’ll have to engage community members and 
implement projects designed to improve water quality. 

This fall I’ve been busy assisting with the completion of our 2016 water 
monitoring program so we can better understand our watershed and 
identify areas critical for conservation. I also participated in our riparian 
buffer plantings where we were successful in getting over 1000 trees in 
the ground along the Missisquoi River and Black Creek. In my spare time, 
I enjoy hiking with my German Shepard, checking out the local 
Burlington music scene, and, of course, exploring the regional geology of 
Vermont! 

In September 2016, I started my year of service with the MRBA and it has been one 

of the best “work” (service) experiences I have ever had. Coming into a nonprofit 

organization, I honestly had no idea what to expect, but after attending the first 

board meeting I soon realized how welcoming and thankful everyone was to have 

me. I assisted Lindsey Wight, the MRBA Coordinator, with many projects, but the 

main project that I focused on was the annual MRBA Water Quality Monitoring 

Program: with the help of members from the ANR Watershed Management Division 

and Fritz Gerhardt, a conservation biologist from Breck Pond LLC, I assisted the 

MRBA with expanding the sampling program from 23 sampling sites to 28 sites. I 

developed volunteer recruitment ads, coordinated the volunteer trainings, the 

sampling pick-ups and drop-offs, acted as the liaison between our sampling program 

and the analysis lab at UVM, and also sampled several of our sites.  

During my service year, I also assisted with both advertising and speaking at the 

annual MRBA public forum, participated in several streambank stabilization planting 

days, and educated students about water quality through the demonstration of the 

watershed model. The Missisquoi River Basin Association gave me the opportunity to 

learn so much about this important watershed, and the communities that depend on 

it. I just want to give a quick thank you to Lindsey Wight and all members of the 

MRBA Board for taking me on as an AmeriCorps member and I really feel that my 

experience with this organization will benefit me with my future career and 

education goals.  

Greetings Watershed Stewards! 

Year of Service with the MRBA    - Jimmy Young, 2015/2016 ECO AmeriCorps member 

Brodie Haenke 

Jimmy Young will remain involved 
with the MRBA as their newest Board 

member! 
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Join the MRBA; encourage others to join 

The more people we can communicate 
about the valuable resource that is our 
watershed, the more impact we can 
have. Give us a call, send us a note, or an 
email to join. There is no membership 
fee, although we happily accept 
donations to support our efforts in the 
watershed. 

Volunteer 

We always need volunteers to help us 
with tree plantings, river clean-ups, 
water sampling, and other events. Let us 
know that you would like to help and 
we’ll reach out as opportunities arise. 

Donate 

Donations like yours help us cover 
expenses and projects that are not 
covered by specific grants. 

Suggested levels of donation: 

 Creek  $10 

 Brook  $35 

 Stream  $100 

 River  $200 

 Student $5 
Donations can be made online at 
www.mrbavt.com, or checks can be 
mailed to: 

Missisquoi River Basin Association 
2839 VT Route 105 
East Berkshire, VT 05447 
 
MRBA is a non-profit organization 
with an approved and current 
501(c)(3) status. Your donation is fully 
tax deductible. 
 

Show your support with a 

MRBA pint glass! Just $10! 

Email us: mrba@pshift.com 

Check us out online: www.mrbavt.com 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Thank you for your support! 

We still have a lot of goals to 

accomplish in our watershed, 

and we need your help to 

achieve them! 

GO GREEN! 

Let us know if you would prefer to receive our 

newsletter digitally - email us at: mrba@pshift.com 

Missisquoi River Basin Association 
2839 VT Route 105 
East Berkshire, VT 05447 
 

Email mrba@pshift.com 

to purchase 

Support the watershed! -- Here’s how you can help: 

http://www.mrbavt.com/
mailto:mrba@pshift.com
http://www.mrbavt.com/

