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2019 Events
We hope that you'll join us in 2019!
We'll be hosting and partnering with some great events, including:
- our Annual Forum on April 4th in Montgomery
- our annual River Clean-Up on July 20th
- Bluegrass Against Blue-Green Algae will be back for another year
- as will our Benefit Concert in November
We will also be water sampling again, as well as implementing some waterquality improvement practices, so watch for opportunities to join us - volunteer
for your watershed and learn some new skills! Follow us on Facebook and
Instagram, or watch our website for updates: mrbavt.com
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River Clean-Ups

In 2018 we removed over 320
pound of trash from 5 miles of the
Missisquoi River in Swanton with
the help of 27 wonderful
volunteers.

River Rubble Recycling
We also collected litter from the
streams, fields, and forest around the
Richford Elementary School and
partnered with the students to turn
trash into art!

Thanks to the following groups and agencies for grant funds in 2018: Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation, Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Lake Champlain Basin Program, Vermont
Community Foundation, Vermont Fish and Wildlife, Upper Misssiquoi and Trout Rivers Wild & Scenic
Committee, Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership, Ben & Jerry's

Eco Americorps
2018-2019
My name is Jenevra Wetmore
and I am serving as the
MRBA's Assistant Coordinator
with the ECO AmeriCorps
program! Some facts about me:
• Hometown: Hartland, VT
• Education: Environmental
Studies degree, Middlebury
College class of 2017
• Favorite place in the
Missisquoi Basin: the MRBA
water sampling site below Big
Falls
• Favorite part of serving with
the MRBA: teaching
educational programs, seeing
the watershed, and meeting
community members !

About the ECO
AmeriCorps Program....
The ECO AmeriCorps program
was created by the Vermont
Department of Environmental
Conservation to place members
at service sites dedicated to
improving and maintaining
water quality. The program is in
its 4th year and has partnered
with organizations throughout
Vermont to place over 100
members!

It is important to us that we accurately recognize our
supporters. If you see any errors, please let us know!
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2018 financials
During 2018, the MRBA was able to
complete some great projects in our
watershed, including: repairing old
logging roads in the Jay State Forest,
which will reduce sedimentation in the
Trout River and its tributaries; and
completing an alternatives analysis of
the Sleeper Pond Dam in Newport
Center, which looks at possible options
for the future of this structure. We were
also able to offer educational programs
and collect water samples
throughout the watershed, and to
connect with residents in new and
exciting ways. Many of these
efforts are spearheaded with funds
from agencies and foundations,
but the important dollars that we
receive from donors are what truly
enable us to complete projects and
seek those grant funds. We need
your support to continue
protecting our water!
Join our supporters! Donations can be made online at
www.mrbavt.com, or mailed to:
Missisquoi River Basin Association
2839 VT Route 105
East Berkshire, VT 05447

Thank you to our 2018 donors
How many years have you been a member? *
Key: Blue= 1-4 Purple=5-9 Green=10-14
John & Judith Blackmer, Arthur & Joy Bliss, Eleanor Bliss, Sandy Bowman,
Chris Brouthillette, Dianne & Gordon Clements, Richard Cowperthwait, M.
Daybell & B. Crane, Steve Dickens, Peg & Micky Doheny, Alice Drislane, Doug
& Barbara Flack, Daton Fleury, Betty & Robert Gilson, Jeff & Annette Goyne,
Patricia Goyne, Colin & Joan Gray, Ken & Betty Hagedorn, Bill & Linda
Haugland, Rick & Gina Helias, Cheryl & Ward Heneveld, Joan & Bill Hildreth,
Jay Peak Resort, Rita & Allan Kalsmith, William Leipold, John Little, Paul
Madden, Kevin Manahan, Anne McKay, Robert & Julia Northrop, Rose Paul,
Paul-Lin Dairy, Michael Roach, Sarah Flack Consulting, Cynthia Scott, Wendy
Scott, George E. Spear II, Paul & Linda Stanley, The Tyler Place, Chad &
Patricia Tyler, Jim & Barbara Wakefield, Mike Walsh, Ken & Sharon Whitehead

2018 highlights
lake lessons
This fall the MRBA was happy to participate in the pilot
year of Lake Lessons, an educational program of handson enrichment workshops. The program was designed for
grades 3 and 4 and involved students from three local
schools.

Collaboration

Lake Lessons was initially thought up by the Director of the St Albans Museum with
help from the Agency of Agriculture and Friends of Northern Lake Champlain. It
grew to include the Lake Champlain Basin Program and MRBA as well— five partner
organizations in total! Each partner led one of five stations that the students then
rotated through.
Hands-On Science
Students visited stations including: Lake Champlain
History, Creative Expressions, What is a Watershed,
Agricultural Water Quality, and Soil Health. The
MRBA led the station on soil health using our
rainfall simulator. We loved listening to students’
thoughts and predictions about which of our soil
samples would have the most runoff, and then
running the experiment to see if they were correct.

Lifelong Stewards
Lake Lessons was created as a way of involving students in place-based learning about
the cultural heritage of Lake Champlain, as well as the factors that go into keeping its
waters healthy. The students seemed to enjoy it as much as we did, and we look
forward to educating more students through Lake Lessons next fall!

This fall we held a benefit concert at 14th
Star Brewery in St Albans! We had 70+
attendants there to hear our two wonderful
Vermont bands: Rusty Bucket and the
Schroons. Attendees enjoyed the music,
snacks, a free 14th Star beer, and an MRBA
commemorative pint glass to take home.

We held three Soil
Health Seminars in
2018. Attendees learned
about how land
treatment and soil
practices connect to
water quality, and how
we can all work
together to improve
our land and our water.
Contact us to learn
more about soil health
or hosting a seminar!

Missisquoi River Basin Association
Our goal is to restore and maintain the ecological integrity of the Missisquoi River
system so that the uses and values desired by the community are supported by the
river and quality of its water.
Dear Friend of the MRBA,
I hope you have enjoyed perusing our 2018 Annual Report. We are proud of our accomplishments over
the last year, and so appreciative of your continued support. As you look over the many activities that
we offered and supported in 2018, I hope you’ll plan to join us in 2019. We will be hosting some fun
events this year, and we’ve received funding that will allow us to work closely with our watershed
landowners to plant trees, stabilize banks, and implement other actions to protect and improve the
streams, rivers, lakes, and ponds within the Missisquoi basin.
Please consider assisting our efforts with a financial donation – your dollars are integral to our
successes. While many of our projects receive funding through state and federal grants, many of our
other activities – including the time we spend applying for those grants! – do not. Donations from
supporters like you mean we can continue to offer free educational programs throughout the
watershed, collect water samples to directly monitor the quality of our streams and rivers, meet with
watershed landowners to assess property and discuss projects, and host gatherings that encourage folks
to enjoy and protect our streams and rivers.
Please consider becoming or continuing as a Donating Member of the MRBA in 2019. For opportunities
and more information about to assist as a Volunteer Member, or how to become a Board Member, visit
our website: www.mrbavt.org.
Thank you,

Lindsey Wight, Coordinator
Missisquoi River Basin Association
 Donations are tax deductible; donors will receive recognition on our website and in our Annual Report.
 Corporate sponsor? We appreciate the businesses that support us! If you would like to be recognized as a
corporate sponsor, visit our website to select from the corporate sponsorship perks!

Donating Members:
Creek ……… $10
Brook ..…… $35
Stream …. $100
River …….. $200

Clean water is
important to me! I
want to help protect
and improve the
Missisquoi
watershed.

Corporate ... $_______

Name: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Donations via PayPal available at: www.mrbavt.com/donate

Special project – I want to support a special project specifically; please put my donation
toward the following activity:
Thank
$___________
Community outreach – Bluegrass Against Blue-Green Algae event
Education programs in watershed schools
Please make checks payable to:
Water sampling

you!

Missisquoi River Basin Association (MRBA)
2839 VT Route 105, East Berkshire, VT 05447
Tel: (802) 922.0544 E-mail: mrba@pshift.com

2018 by the Numbers
Educational outreach

.

46 educational programs in
12 watershed towns
Over 1100 members of our
community reached!

Programs offered include:
• Bugworks • What is a Watershed?
• What Happens When It Rains?
Visit mrba.com to learn how you
can book an educational session!
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Water Sampling
288
24

samples collected at
sites in the watershed

That's over 750 bottles
filled by our incredible
volunteers!
Photo credit: Brodie Haenke

Events
We connected with our
communities at
great events this year
including our second annual
Bluegrass Against Blue-Green
Algae concert, in connection with
Montgomery Summer Sessions!
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Dedicated to restoring and
maintaining the ecological integrity
of the Missisquoi River system,
since 1996.

Missisquoi River Basin Association 2018 Annual Report
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The Trout River near Riverwalk Park

A summary of the actions,
activities, stories, events,
and improvements
undertaken by the
Missisquoi River Basin
Association in 2018. More
on the way - won't you join
us in 2019?

Want to receive regular updates about MRBA activities and other
regional events? Make sure you're on our digital mailing list - contact us
at: mrba@pshift.com
Missisquoi River Basin Association
2839 VT Route 105
East Berkshire, VT 05447

